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Incident:  Abbotsford Police Officer Faces Adversity - Far From Alone 

 
Abbotsford – January 12, 2015 

 
Detective Roy McBeth began his career in policing with the Abbotsford Police Department in 
2004.  During the past 10-plus years, Roy has faced many work related challenges on the path 
to his current assignment as a Domestic Violence Unit Detective.  Roy has also challenged 
himself as an athlete and competitive cyclist.  His greatest challenge though, has had little to do 
with his career or athletics. It has come in the form of a medical diagnosis which indicates that 
the degenerative kidney disease, Polycystic Kidney Disease (PKD), which was identified in his 
youth, is now creating a medical emergency. 
 
Based on his diagnosis, and without a kidney transplant, Roy would likely be facing a future 
involving kidney failure and dialysis.  Polycystic Kidney Disease runs in Roy’s family so the 
potential donor pool was quickly pared down to friends and co-workers.  With some hesitation 
and a need for a live donor, in June 2014 Roy made an appeal to those two groups for a live 
donor transplant.  He was overwhelmed by the emotional support and even more surprised by 
the number of APD staff offering to be tested to determine if they were suitable candidates for 
kidney donation. 
 
On Wednesday, January 14, 2015, Detective Roy McBeth will receive a donated kidney from his 
supervisor, Inspector Kevin Wright.  Both men will be supported by their friends, family and all 
the staff of the Abbotsford Police Department.  Roy and Kevin hope their story will educate and 
encourage people to become involved in the Live Donor Transplant program (the BC Transplant 
link is a good place to start www.transplant.bc.ca).   
 
Detective McBeth and Inspector Wright are planning to compete in a half Ironman competition in 
the summer and will be ambassadors for the Living Donor Program from this point forward. 
 
Incredible people don’t come along every day; we are happy that so many of them work for the 
APD.   
 
A video interview of Roy and Kevin is available here:  http://youtu.be/m_DaEC1p-zQ  

http://www.transplant.bc.ca/
http://youtu.be/m_DaEC1p-zQ


Our Mission: 

To make Abbotsford the safest city in B.C. 

 

Cst. Ian MacDonald  ............................................................  Phone: (604) 864-4721 

Abbotsford Police Public Information Officer  ....................... Cell: (604) 835-6070 

2838 Justice Way, Abbotsford, BC V2T 3P5  .........................  Fax: (604) 859-2527 
E-mail: imacdonald@abbypd.ca 


